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Since the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation organization (APEC) was established in 1989 to foster economic cooperation across the Asia Pacific it has not been particularly interested in higher education, but that might be changing. During Russia's chairmanship of APEC in 2012, the organization's leaders committing to promoting cross-border cooperation, collaboration, and networking. But whether the organization's new aspiration for regional engagement can be translated into practical measures that affect institutions, students and educators remain to be seen.
A TRADE LIBERALIZATION MEETS CHINESE REGULATION
Since at least the mid-1990s, APEC expressed an interest in expanding foreign investment in education and training. Australia, a key provider of cross-border higher education in the region, was the driving force behind early APEC international education projects, while playing a similar role within the World We may not be on the verge of another Bologna Declaration, but APEC's interest is one more indication of a growing political will to intensify the integration of higher education systems across the region.
